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My Note to Members

This

newsletter must be focused on our recent trip to Moscow, Russia—an amazing and

multidimensional experience. Nine friends and students left Minneapolis on December 9, 2005, to attend the
Fourth International Moscow Competition for Bayanists and Accordionists. The travelers: Michelle Gribbon,
David Hagemann, Charlie Harrington, Gina and Jason Jennissen, Laura Mariucci, Audrey Meitzner, Dan
Turpening, and I. The event was chaired by Prof. Friedrich Lips of the Gnesins Akademie. I found the level of
artistry of every player to be of highest caliber, incredible to most Americans. First place winner is Mariya
Vlasova, a piano accordionist and student of Lips. Second place was taken by Kirill Shtybin, also a student of
Lips. I must mention Vladimir Pligovka, whose “First Round” Tchaikovsky and Liszt offerings were breathtaking.
In addition to seven days of intense competition, phenomenal
evening concerts and other events took place. I found it almost humorous
that we traveled to Moscow to hear our own Stas Venglevski and John
Simkus perform to a standing-room-only packed Gnesins Concert Hall,
which also featured Art Van Damme. Semyonov’s Concerto for Bayan,
Chamber Orchestra and Percussion, “Freski,” (Part 2 and 3) was one of
the concerto choices required of competitors, and it was performed during
the final concert of the Gnesins event. We hope a concert by him and his

Stas and John performed for us at
HARTS in 2003, Stas and Friedrich
Lips played in 2002, Stas and Misha
Litvin, in 2005. Lips and Stas are
scheduled to perform for us again on
September 24, 2006. Viatcheslav
Semyonov performed for us in March,
2005. See our April, 2005, Newsletter
for details.

lovely wife Natalia (on domra) can be offered June/July, 2006.
Of all the accordion collections in the world, Alfred Mirek’s
Russian Accordion Museum (newly established in Moscow) was the
one I most wanted to see, and Dr. Mirek, the accordion historian I most
wanted to meet. His book on accordion chronology and taxonomy has
strongly influenced the development of AWAM. Mirek and his
charming wife gave me a special tour of the extraordinary assets of
their Russian-accordions museum prior to the general tour, narrated in
German by Mrs. Mirek while I translated into English. Then the
Mireks presented me—for AWAM—with an ornately painted Tula
folk-accordion while I presented them a specially-made photo album
of our museum displays. I will reciprocate with an accordion gift from
our collection when I return to Russia as an adjudicator at the Petrozavodsk Competition in April. Mrs. Mirek
requested a Reuther-keyboard instrument, which I cannot fulfill because we have
only one example. I have offered alternative choices. At this writing, the “Tula” has If someone has a Reuther to
donate, I’ll gladly deliver it!
been added to our primary displays and will be featured in our future presentations
—along with its presentation story.

Mrs. Mirek announced an extraordinary treat
for us—one we surely had never experienced!—
performance on completely restored selected
instruments by professionals in their employ. Of
course, she didn’t know that we restore and perform
on antique accordions in the AWAM Traveling
Museum! They also have collections of music and
recordings, photographs and documents, and they
sponsor live concerts and accordion events. I was
impressed that so many of our museum concerns followed the same paths
independently. I look forward to an eventual visit to AWAM by the Mireks so that we can show off our world
collection in America.
While at the Mirek Museum, Michelle Gribbon and I performed a few pieces
from our newly developed concert program. We chose pieces from various countries,
selected to feature different aspects of accordion and violin relationships. We were
particularly pleased to present a Rachmaninov setting of a Pushkin text, with violin
obbligato by Fritz Kreisler. Like much Russian music it is full of passion, depth of
content, and intricate in performance aspects. Our musical partnership was established
only a few months ago, and we look forward to playing together during our June tour of
Austria and Germany. Michelle is a consummate performer with world-class technical
and interpretive finesse.
Concluding our museum experience, the entire entourage of adjudicators and guests were treated to a tea
and deserts reception. Russian chocolates are fabulous! Then we rushed back to Gnesins for evening concerts.
It was wonderful to notice how respected and influential Friedrich
Lips is. Mentioning his name could make anything happen! He was certainly
a conscientious host for our group. For example, I requested a visit to the
Jupiter (Yupiter) accordion factory which was immediately arranged. Only
four could fit into the car—three of us and Lips’ Foundation Manager
Alexander Gataullin who was snatched away from his many activities to be
with us as friend and translator. We took hundreds of photos of each
segment of manufacture/assembly during a lavishly detailed tour by owner
Sergei Barinov. Just as we were leaving, who stopped in for a chat but
famed bayanist Juri Shishkin! Surprising moments fill memories.

Twenty-five years ago I was selected to Citizens
Friendship Exchange that brought a few Americans to
Russia as Guests of State. That experience changed my
life. It’s taken too long to return. It gives much room
for reflection as I compare Andropov’s Communist
state with the newly emerging capitalist influences.

It should go without saying that we also had a great deal of fun during our nine-day stay
at the magnificent Hotel Rossia (with 3,000 rooms, it was the largest in Europe. The hotel
is scheduled to be demolished so that a host of commercial enterprises can be built on its
site adjacent to Red Square.) As usual, we laughed a lot, expounded on “deep” topics
while sampling many menus, then wore away pounds by walking the city, were awed by
the richness of art museums and historical sites, snapped hundreds of photos, combed
stores for things we couldn’t live without—everything enhanced by genuine camaraderie.
Audrey and I had the good fortune to encounter Ilia and Irina Rystov as we stood at locked
doors to a postponed Gnesins event. It turned out that Ilia, a well-regarded artist in his own right, is a classmatefriend of Stas. Easy conversation flowed when we discovered we know many of the same people in the
accordion world. With several hours intervening, this lovely couple showed us how to get around the city, got us
into the Moscow Conservatory to hear rehearsals, told us about Russian life and customs--and so much more.
Their kindness made the whole trip even more special.
Most of us returned home on Dec. 22. Michelle and Laura flew on to Vienna to prepare for our
performance tour of Austria and Germany scheduled for June, 2006. As exciting as travels are, it is good to be
home. I love what I do and I love my routine! And I can’t wait to go to Russia again in April.

Heartfelt thanks to our established friends as well as to our new friends for helping in so many
ways to make this trip an unforgettable, marvelous experience ! For most of us, it was an
introduction to Russian graciousness, for some, it may have offered once-in-a-lifetime impressions
of a great nation’s people.

New Display under Construction
As a result of our trip we are constructing a new Russian display in the southwest stairwell to the concert
hall balcony. It will house artifacts, pictures, and the like, acquired during our travels, including posters
Professor and Mme. Semyonov presented to me after the final Gnessin concert. I was pleased to find a number
of books on accordion topics and a good quantity of music for the library. Readers can expect a photo
description in the next Newsletter.

Noteworthy Acquisition
Tula, Russia, 2005, chromatic two-row button accordion. This
beautiful instrument features hand-painted floral designs on black
celluloid. Built in 2005, its treble section contains only one scale (C#)
with three additional pitches at the chin-end. Its bass section is quint
ordered (called Stradella in its description) but not like Standard Bass
conventions. It is remarkably easy to play folk-style tonal pieces.
Expect to enjoy this lovely addition in all our future shows!
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Recent Activities
Our Christmas Recitals on Dec. 4, 2005, were something special for the season. Congratulations to all
participants.
Paul Vargason continues on as our Tuesday apprentice. Mom Barbara volunteers when she can. Roberta
Leu volunteers Wednesday afternoons most weeks. Thank you to all for your special efforts

New Friends
Mike Simonson--www.businessNorth.com

Upcoming Events at HARTS
May 21, 2006 (Sunday)
June 10. 2006 (Saturday)

June 23-24-25, 2006
September 24, 2006
October, 2006

Henry Doktorski (PA) offers another great concert preceded by a
lecture/workshop on the Deiro Brothers, including new music and research.
Michelle Gribbon and her “Sound of Strings” performing group including 20
performers (from 3rd grade to professional adult, some doubling as vocalists):
cellist/classical guitarist Dr. Carl Passal, pianist/violinist Alex Nelson, 14
violinists, 3 pianists, and accordionist Helmi Harrington in a preview performance
of the concert to be toured in Austria and Germany June 12-22. It will also be
performed at Ironworld USA’s “Polkafest,” June 24.
Ironworld USA “Polkafest” (Chisholm, MN). Our 12th year presenting AWAM’s
Traveling Museum. Three full days of displays, concerts, workshops, and talking
with YOU.
Friedrich Lips (Moscow) and Stas Venglevsky (WI). Concert and Masterclass
Workshop.
Deutsches Harmonika Museum Traveling Displays showing
development of
accordion-family-instruments from the collection of this German National
Museum. Here is an once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to view exhibits and speak
with experts—right here at your doorstep! Take special notice—mark your
calendar! Schedule of concerts and lectures to follow.

Watch our Website for these Events (in planning stages)
June/July
August

Viatcheslav and Natalia Semyonov. Concert and Workshop.
Midwest Regional Accordion-Concertina Festival. This is our second annual
Festival for all free-reed instruments—don’t miss it! Remember how much fun
you had in 2005 and how much you learned. The program will be expanded while
favorite elements will be repeated.

Harrington Arts Center Publications
Charles Magnante: America’s Great Accordionist, Third Edition. CD of 21 pieces included. $40.00.
Helmi’s Handouts (2004). ca. 150 p. with indexed divisions. $25.00.
Selected Favorites for Free-Bass Accordion: Quint- Converter Edition (2004). 17 pieces, 33 p., $15.00.
Christmas Carol Favorites for Quint Converter (2004). 19 pieces, 33+ p. $15.00.
Bohemian and Viennese Button Diatonic Method, Book One (2005). ca. 36 p. $12.00
Bohemian and Viennese Button Diatonic Method, Book Two (2005). ca. 35p. $12.00
Bohemian and Viennese Button Diatonic Method, Book Three (2005). ca. 35p. $12.00
Bohemian and Viennese Button Diatonic Method, Book Four (2006). ca. 35p. $12.00

Watch www.accordionworld.org for new announcements !

